
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, January 14, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James Lloyd; James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary Jonas; 

Michael Duncan 

     

Council Members Absent:        Peggy Hash                       

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Mike Jones, Brian Reed  
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Viars and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve 

the minutes of the November 26, 2019 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed 

by a vote of four (4) for: Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against; one (1) abstain:  Lloyd. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Viars to approve 

the minutes of the December 10, 2019 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by 

a vote of three (3) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Viars; zero (0) against; two (2) abstain:  Yontz, Duncan 

  

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Amy McBride, co-chairperson for the Census Complete Count Committee.  Mrs. McBride 

presented Census signs that were made by Depot Designs for use on the existing Depot signs.  
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CORRESPONDENCE   

 

Town Manager Childers read a letter from The Town of Wytheville Department of Museums for 

Wythe County Junior Appalachian Musicians (JAM) program.  Councilmember Lloyd stated if 

anyone has any question about the program they are invited to come out on Thursdays and watch 

the class.  Councilmember Viars stated that before a decision is made to contribute to the 

program the organization should be asked to present their finances and contributions from others.   

Councilmember Lloyd requested that the contribution be a line item in next year’s budget.  

 

Councilmember Jonas stated that the trash from Hilltop Auto Sales is blowing out of the open 

dumpsters across the Main Street into the fence line.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will 

address this issue again. 

 

Councilmember Viars asked Town Manager Childers about the streetlight at the end of 

Chinquapin Avenue.   Town Manager Childers stated that the light has been reported to 

Appalachian Power Company.   

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION –None 

 

ATHLETIC BOOSTER CONTRIBUTION – None 

 

DR PEPPER LOT PROJECT – Councilmember Lloyd stated that he is concerned that Dr. 

Pepper Corporation will not fund a building on the property.   He added that in his opinion the 

town should spend the $10,000 that was planned for architect design for a courtyard with the 

wall of honor.  Councilmember Jonas stated that he believes the courtyard and wall of honor are 

better ideas because if the town builds a building it would require employing a person to manage 

it.    Town Manager Childers stated that there is $25,000 budgeted for the Dr. Pepper Lot project.  

Councilmember Viars asked if the town will request funding from Dr. Pepper Corporation.  

Councilmember Lloyd stated that the town should ask for matching funds.  Councilmember 

Lloyd added that it would work well with the Dr. Pepper Day event in October. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

PLANNING COMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION FOR KENNY PEEPLES’ 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT –Town Manager Childers stated that the Planning Commission 

recommended granting Kenny Peeples a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the automobile body 

shop and repair business located at 312 West Baumgardner Avenue with several stipulations.   

Town Manager Childers stated that this CUP has stipulations that Mr. Peeples has signed and 

must abide by.  The requirements are that a fence with slats be built to hide the vehicles parked 

on the property, lighting must not reflect onto surrounding properties.  Noise was addressed and 

the noise ordinance should regulate the noise issue.  The requirements for the paint booth be 

regulated by Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).   Councilmember Viars 
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stated that this property is across the street from one of the oldest residential neighborhoods in 

the town on Baumgardner Avenue.   The fencing, lighting, noise, and hours of operation are a 

big concern for the Planning Commission.  Town Manager Childers stated that he commends 

Billy Anderson, Planning Commission Chairman for his work on this CUP.  A motion was made 

by Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by Vice Mayor Yontz to accept the Planning 

Commission’s recommendation to issue Kenny Peeples a Conditional Use Permit for the 

business located at 312 West Baumgardner Avenue.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  

Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

BRIAN REED, MOUNT ROGERS PLANNING DISTRIC COMMISSIOM – FAÇADE 

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM DESIGN- Mr. Reed explained that the Façade Improvement 

Program Design document will need to be adopted as required by Department of Housing and 

Community Development (DHCD). The document explains the façade improvement program. 

Mr. Reed explained that the number of facades has dropped from the original plans because 

some of the properties are vacant, a DUNS number is required for all participants, and the delay 

by the Department of Historic Resources (DHR).  Mr. Reed stated that this is a working 

document and the lack of participation would require the program to be altered.  There are 

several localities that are using easements instead of deeds of trust for façade work.  He added 

that sometimes property owners do not want to sign a ten-year deed of trust for $2500 of work.  

Mr. Reed stated that if Councilmember Lloyd wants to participate in the project then he would 

need to resign from Council.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that he spent money on his building 

anticipating on getting refunded by the grant, and he has decided not to participate. DHCD has 

given the town until February 10, 2020 to issue an updated management plan and the signed 

façade program agreement.  Town Manager Childers stated that he received a letter from DHCD 

that was supposed to be copied to Mr. Reed and Treasurer Patton but was not received by either 

Mr. Reed or Treasurer Patton.    Town Manager Childers stated that the town is in compliance 

with everything mentioned in the letter.  Mr. Reed stated that of the total grant the façade 

improvements are only $32,000.   Mr. Reed explained that he has spoken with DHCD and Hurt 

and Proffitt about rearranging the bidding process for the site preparation and the Farmer’s 

Market site. He has also reviewed the contract from Wythe Bland Foundation, and it does not 

require that federal bidding.  Mr. Reed added that the town’s procurement policy should be 

followed.  Mr. Reed stated that the Façade Improvement Program Design will need to be adopted 

tonight.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Viars 

to adopt the Façade Improvement Program Design.  The motion passed by a vote of three (3) for: 

Jonas, Viars, Duncan; zero (0) against; two (2) abstain:  Lloyd, Yontz. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

HERITAGE DAYS – None 

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS –None 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers introduced Matthew Lane of the Lane Group. 

He reported that the town has been approved for a loan in the amount of $2,788,601 with a 

ceiling rate of 2.3% from Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) from the Virginia Clean 

Water Revolving Loan Fund (VCWRLF).  Mr. Lane explained that the inflow and infiltration (I 

& I) is an issue due to the age of the system.  He stated that the town has received a warning 
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letter from DEQ because the wastewater treatment plant has exceeded 95% capacity for 9 

consecutive months.  A warning letter is sent anytime the capacity exceeds 95% for 3 

consecutive months.  Mr. Lane stated that the town has a significate problem with I & I.  The 

Lane Group did a sewer system evaluation and performed smoke testing and found a 

considerable amount of I & I.  Mr. Lane stated that replacing the sewer lines in Phase I will help 

to eliminate much of the I & I issues that the town has.  Mr. Lane explained that the town would 

likely not receive any principle forgiveness or Rural Development will not offer any grant funds 

due to the town’s low sewer rates.  The funding agencies look at the median household income 

and the rates must be a percentage of the median household income. DEQ states that the rate 

should be one percent (1%) of the median household income, which is about $38 to $40 average 

monthly for sewer rates.  The income is based on Census data.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that referencing the map from the Lane Group the grant that Brian Reed referenced is from Milk 

Plant Road to Four Seasons Road.   Town Manager Childers stated that he is concerned about the 

town borrowing $2.8 million for the project.  He asked Mr. Lane if DEQ would be satisfied if the 

town borrowed funds to refurbish the most problematic section of the sewer system.  Mr. Lane 

stated that the problem is only going to get worse because the system is old, and the terracotta 

pipe is old and cracked.  The only way to alleviate the problem is to replace the pipe.  Mr. Lane 

stated that the project area can be readdressed with DEQ to lessen the amount of the loan.  Mr. 

Lane stated that he recommends that Council decides how much money the town is willing to 

borrow for the project.  He also stated that he recommends that the town address sewer rates and 

begins steady rate increases.  The rates have been low for a very long time, and in order to 

receive grant funding the sewer rates must be increased.  Town Manager Childers suggested that 

the public utilities committee meet to discuss the project and rates.  Councilmember Duncan 

asked Mr. Lane what the monthly cost of the loan would be borrowing $2.8 for thirty years.  Mr. 

Lane stated the payment would be roughly $10,000 per month.  Councilmember Viars asked 

about the $111,000 line item amount in the project budget listed as other.  Mr. Lane stated that 

this amount is for additional I & I testing and to hire a TV truck to inspect the lines.  Some of the 

repairs can be made by the town maintenance crew which will decrease the amount the town 

borrows.  Councilmember Viars asked how many thousands of gallons will be eliminated after 

the project is complete.   Mr. Lane stated that he can get an estimate on this.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that he would like to have a meter installed at the head of the WWTP.  Mr. Lane 

stated that the meter will need to be installed at the head of the WWTP to monitor any I & I 

entering the plant.  Councilmember Duncan asked how the flow had been in the past 90 days.  

Town Manager Childers stated that it has been low for the past few months.   Councilmember 

Duncan asked what the town needs to do to install the flow meter.  Mr. Lane stated that the loan 

may reimburse the amount of the flow meter.  Mr. Lane stated that a temporary meter can be 

installed until the project gets underway.  Mr. Lane stated that there are meters that will record 

and even send a report to the computer.   Councilmember Duncan stated that he would like to 

install the temporary meter in order to locate the problem areas.  Mr. Lane stated that once the 

town agrees to the size of the project the next step is to go to DEQ and request funds.  He added 

that next year the town can request additional funds for the next phase.    Mr. Lane stated that the 

internal video work needs to be done first.  Town Manager Childers stated that portions of the 

sewer line can be replaced by grant funds from Mount Rogers.  Town Manager Childers stated 

that the town has already purchased 2,100 feet of sewer pipe to replace the portion from the 

sewer plant up to Milk Plant Road.   Mike Jones stated that the portion from Milk Plant Road to 

the railroad has already been repaired.  He added that leaves the area  behind Klockner, which is 

about 6,500 feet.  Town Manager Childers stated that the utilities committee will meet, and he 

will ask Brian Reed of Mount Rogers Planning District Commission to get involved with the 

project.  Mr. Lane stated that the quicker we move on this project the better it will be.   
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TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Town Manager’s report is attached and is hereby made part of these minutes. The following 

items were reported and discussed: 

 

- The town has been authorized for loan from the Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan 

Fund.  The authorization is for $2,788,601 up to 30 years at the ceiling rate.  The rate 

right now for 30-year terms is 2.30%.  The Lane group will provide some options the 

town has and make recommendations of how to proceed with this project. 

- I have spoken with Brian Reed about the extension with DHCD for the Downtown 

Revitalization project.  It appears at this point that all DHCD needs is a Project 

Management Report to determine the extension.  Mr. Reed has completed this and will be 

getting it to our new local DHCD representative Kathi Boatright in Abingdon. 

- I spoke with VDOT and they are going to aid in the installation of the new crosswalk 

lighting system by giving the town new poles and pedestrian crossing signs that are 

brighter and more reflective. 

- I met with Kenny Reynolds with Virginia Rural Water and he plans on coming to help 

the town with the correlation of 2 specific water leaks.  Those are the one across from the 

Town Office and the one at the crossroads.  We will wait on purchasing the valve 

mentioned at the last meeting until we find out the results of the correlations.   

- The town had an event where a lady wrecked on town property near the Water Treatment 

Plant.  She clipped the AEP pole and power was lost for several hours.  Once power was 

restored there were issues with the computer system that was fixed the following day.  I 

have called Gene Cerilli with Evoqua about replacing the computer and the software at 

the plant.  The computer and the software were last replaced in 2006.  I also asked for 

quote on some surge protection options. 

- I visited Food Country and asked about the Dickenson Pharmacy sign.  It is on their 

maintenance list and should be removed shortly. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for January 14, 2020 were read and approved. 

 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


